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Leonard Howie Fiscal Note December 7, 2020 

 
 
Bill 118-20 (Supplemental Appropriation)  Council District(s) _All_ 
 

 
Mrs. Bevins (By Req.) 

 

 

Department of Economic and Workforce Development 
 

 
Department of Commerce Restaurant Relief Grant – Emergency Measure 

 

 

The Administration is requesting a supplemental appropriation of state funds totaling $7,081,047 

to the Department of Commerce Restaurant Relief Grant Gifts and Grants Fund program.  The 

funds will be used to provide grants to County restaurants and food service establishments that 

have been impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic. The Department advised that the funds must 

be used to defray operating costs (e.g., payroll, purchase of equipment to expand outdoor dining). 

See Exhibit A.   

 

 

Fiscal Summary 
 

Funding 
Source 

 Supplemental 
Appropriation 

 Current  
Appropriation 

 Total 
Appropriation 

County   --  --  -- 

State (1)  $             7,081,047   --  $         7,081,047 

Federal   --  --  -- 

Other  --  --  -- 

Total  $             7,081,047  --  $         7,081,047 
 
(1)  Maryland Department of Commerce funds.  No County matching funds are required. 

 

 

Analysis 

 

The Department advised that the funds will be used to provide operating grants to County 

restaurants and food service establishments impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The grants 

will be awarded in two phases; the first phase will provide grants to County establishments which 

previously received funding though the County’s COVID-19 Small Business Restaurant 

Reimbursement   Program   (SBRRP)   up  to  a  total  of  $30,000,  including  the  initial  funding;  
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Department staff will contact eligible establishments.  The second phase will provide up to 

$30,000 to County establishments which have not received previous grant funding from the 

County; the Department advised that the application window opened on November 16, 2020, and 

grants will be provided on a first-come, first-served basis.  The Department advised that it expects 

to award approximately 130 grants in phase I and 171 grants in phase II.   

 

The Department advised that grant funds must be used to defray operating costs, including: 

 Working capital (e.g., rent, payroll, job training); 

 Purchase of equipment and services to expand outdoor dining (e.g., tents, heaters, 

warmers, carts); 

 Infrastructure improvements (e.g., HVAC system upgrades);  

 Technology to support carryout and delivery service;  

 Purchases of Personal Protective Equipment (PPE), disposable food containers and 

utensils; and  

 Sanitization services. 

 

The grant agreement states that all funds must be awarded no later than December 31, 2020 

unless that date is extended in writing by the Maryland Department of Commerce. The grant 

period continues through the County’s satisfaction of its obligations under the grant agreement, 

including the submission of a report detailing the use of the funds. No County matching funds are 

required. 

 

The County previously established the COVID-19 SBRRP, using $2.5 million of the $10 million 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES) funding for the Small Business 

Relief Grants Program. The COVID-19 SBRRP provides grants of up to $15,000 to County 

restaurants and food service establishments that continue to have capacity restraints.  The 

Department advised that it has awarded grants to 31 County restaurants and food service 

establishments, with over 120 applications in progress. 

 

County Charter, Section 712(b), provides that “[t]o meet a public health emergency affecting life, 

health or property, the county council may…make emergency appropriations from…revenues 

received from sources not anticipated in the budget for the current fiscal year.” 

 

With the affirmative vote of five members of the County Council, Bill 118-20 will take effect from 

the date of enactment.  
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 Exhibit A 

Bill 118-20 
 
 

Executive Summary 
 

As a part of the $50 million statewide State of Maryland Restaurant Relief Grant Program, Baltimore 

County has been awarded $7,081,047 to provide grants directly to restaurants and food service 

establishments impacted by the COVID-19 pandemic.  The Department of Economic and Workforce 

Development will administer the funds via a new grant program.  The funds must be used to defray 

operating costs such as: 

● Working capital, such as rent, payroll, and job training 

● Purchase of equipment and services to expand outdoor dining, such as tents, heaters, warmers, and 

carts 

● Infrastructure improvements, such as HVAC system upgrades  

● Technology to support carryout and delivery  

● Purchase of PPE and disposable food containers and utensils  

● Sanitization services 

● Any other costs permitted under a COVID-19 restaurant assistance program that Baltimore County 

may already be operating. 

 

The grant funds must be expended by Baltimore County by December 31, 2020.  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Prepared by:  Department of Economic and Workforce Development 

 


